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Mākslinieciskās izteiksmes līdzekļi 

Mācību līdzekļa mērķis 

Šī materiāla galvenais mērķis ir iepazīstināt izglītojamos ar divdesmit biežāk 

izmantotajiem mākslinieciskās izteiksmes līdzekļiem un palīdzēt viņiem tos atpazīt un 

izprast literāros darbos. Materiāls attīsta skolēnu literārās analīzes prasmes, kā arī 

paplašina zināšanas par autoru stilistiskajiem līdzekļiem un to funkcijām daiļliteratūrā. 

Apraksts 

Materiāls “Mākslinieciskās izteiksmes līdzekļi” ir visaptverošs uzziņas un mācību 

resurss angļu valodas un literatūras apguves procesā. Tajā ietverti 20 mākslinieciskās 

izteiksmes līdzekļi - gan strukturālie (piemēram, alegorija, motīvs), gan teikuma līmeņa 

paņēmieni (piemēram, salīdzinājums, metafora, personifikācija). Katrs paņēmiens 

ietver skaidrojumu un ilustratīvu piemēru no pasaules literatūras klasikas. 

Rezultāts 

Izmantojot šo materiālu mācību procesā, izglītojamie: 

- Iegūst skaidru izpratni par atšķirību starp strukturālajiem un teikuma līmeņa 

literārajiem paņēmieniem; 

- Iemācās atpazīt un nosaukt literāros paņēmienus autentisku tekstu 

fragmentos; 

- Nostiprina spēju analizēt autora stila izvēles un to ietekmi uz lasītāju; 

- Paplašina vārdu krājumu ar terminoloģiju, kas nepieciešama literatūras 

darbu diskusijai un rakstiskai analīzei; 

- Gūst ieskatu pasaules literatūras klasikas darbos, kas veido kopīgu kultūras 

kontekstu. 

  



Literary Devices 

Literary devices are techniques and constructions that are used deliberately by 

an author to convey meaning in a figurative way. There are two types of literary devices 

- literary elements and literary techniques. Literary elements are literary devices that 

occur on a structural level, meaning that they spread throughout a literary work. These 

include allegories, themes, motifs, moods, settings, etc. On the other hand, literary 

techniques occur on a sentence level and deal with individual words. These include 

similes, metaphors, epithets, personification, alliteration, etc. The following material 

includes twenty of the most common literary devices, their definitions and examples of 

how they can be used. 

Allegory 

Allegory is a story, poem, or other creative work where the characters and 

events represent deeper ideas or moral lessons usually about society, politics, or human 

nature. The term comes from the Greek word meaning ‘to speak differently’ where the 

story says one thing but means another. 

Example: The events depicted in George Orwell’s 1945 novel ‘Animal Farm’ are an 

allegory of the 1917 Russian Revolution. 

Alliteration 

Alliteration is a literary device in which two or more neighbouring words begin 

with the same sound. It should be noted that close proximity does not always mean that 

the words have to be consecutive. Alliteration can be used to make a text more 

memorable or to give it a ‘rhythm’ which can create an emotive effect, thus, it is 

commonly used in poetry, songs, and plays. 

Example: The repetition of the letter ‘s’ in the following excerpt from Emily 

Dickinson’s poem ‘The Soul selects her own Society’ creates rhyme and also an 

emotive effect: 

The Soul selects her own Society- Then - shuts the Door’ [1]. 

Allusion 

An allusion is a brief, indirect reference to a person, place, event, or another 

work of literature without explaining it in full. The author expects the reader to 



recognise the reference and understand what it adds to the meaning. If such knowledge 

is missing, the allusion will not have the desired effect. 

Example: Whenever a person is stating that something is their ‘Achilles heel’, they are 

alluding to the Greek myth of Achilles whose only physical weakness was his heel. 

Analogy 

An analogy is a comparison between two things to show how they are similar 

usually to make a difficult or unfamiliar idea easier to understand. 

Example: In the following excerpt from the poem ‘A Day is Gone’ poet Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow compares the beginning of the night to a feather falling from a 

wing. 

‘The day is done, and the darkness Falls from the wings of Night,  

As a feather is wafted downward  

From an eagle in his flight’ [2]. 

Euphemism 

A euphemism is a mild or indirect word/phrase used in place of one that might 

seem too harsh, rude, or uncomfortable. In literature the use of euphemisms allows 

writers to tactfully discuss sensitive, controversial or taboo topics, without risking 

offending the reader, moreover, euphemisms can also be used for a humorous purpose 

or to downplay an otherwise serious situation. 

Example: In the following excerpt from Ernest Hemingway’s short story ‘Hills Like 

White Elephants’ characters are discussing abortion without mentioning it directly 

(bolded for emphasis): 

‘It’s really an awfully simple operation, Jig,’ the man said. ‘It’s not really an 

operation at all.’  The girl looked at the ground the table legs rested on.  ‘I know 

you wouldn’t mind it, Jig. It’s really not anything. It’s just to let the air in’ [3]. 

Flashback 

A flashback is a narrative technique in which the story moves backwards in time 

to show the reader an event that happened before the main action of the text. Flashbacks 

are used to provide background information, explain a character’s motivations, or add 

depth to the plot. 



Example: In Charlotte Brontë’s ‘Jane Eyre’, Jane’s account of her miserable childhood 

at Gateshead and Lowood School is presented as a series of extended flashbacks that 

help explain her character and her capacity for resilience. 

Foreshadowing 

Foreshadowing is a literary technique in which a writer gives the reader an early 

hint or warning about something that will happen later in the text without revealing it 

directly. It is used to build suspense, create tension, or prepare the reader for future 

events. 

Example: In William Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’, Romeo’s lines early in the play 

foreshadow his tragic end: 

‘My life were better ended by their hate, Than death prorogued, wanting of thy 

love’ [4]. 

Hyperbole 

Hyperbole (pronounced hy-PER-bo-lee) is deliberate and extreme exaggeration 

used for emphasis or effect. The writer does not expect the reader to take it literally. 

Hyperboles are frequently used in romantic poetry to express intense feelings of love 

and admiration and in myths and sagas to describe the heroic deeds of protagonists. 

Example: In the following excerpt from Kurt Vonnegut’s novel ‘Slaughterhouse Five’ 

the author uses several instances of hyperbole (marked in bold) to recount the 

destruction of Dresden during WWII. 

‘There was a fire-storm out there. Dresden was one big flame. The one flame 

ate everything organic, everything that would burn.  It wasn’t safe to come out 

of the shelter until noon the next day. When the Americans and their guards did 

come out, the sky was black with smoke. The sun was an angry little pinhead. 

Dresden was like the moon now, nothing but minerals. The stones were hot. 

Everybody else in the neighborhood was dead’ [5]. 

Imagery 

Imagery is the use of vivid, descriptive language that appeals to the reader's 

senses creating mental pictures and physical sensations that make writing feel 

immediate, concrete, and alive. It is a fundamental element of poetry and prose alike. 



Example: In John Keats’ ‘Ode to a Nightingale’, rich sensory imagery evokes both the 

beauty of nature and the speaker’s longing to escape the pain of the human world: 

‘I cannot see what flowers are at my feet,  

Nor what soft incense hangs upon the boughs,  

But, in embalmed darkness, guess each sweet  

Wherewith the seasonable month endows’ [6]. 

Irony 

Irony is a literary device that occurs when there is a gap between what is said 

or expected and what is actually meant or what actually happens. It depends on contrast 

- between appearance and reality, between expectation and outcome, or between what 

is stated and what is true. 

Example: In Jonathan Swift’s ‘A Modest Proposal’, the narrator’s suggestion that the 

Irish poor should sell their children as food is a famous example of verbal irony where 

Swift’s true intent is to criticise the British government’s treatment of Ireland. 

Juxtaposition 

Juxtaposition is a literary technique in which a writer places two contrasting or 

opposing elements side by side, such as characters, settings, ideas, images, or events, 

so that the contrast between them creates meaning. 

Example: Charles Dickens opens ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ with one of the most 

celebrated examples of juxtaposition in English literature: 

‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 

was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of 

incredulity’ [7]. 

Metaphor 

A metaphor is a figure of speech that directly states that one thing is another 

even though this is not literally true in order to highlight a shared quality or create a 

vivid image. Metaphors are different from similes which make a direct comparison and 

do not use such words as ‘as’ and ‘like’. 

Example: In the following excerpt from William Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’, the 

world is directly compared to a stage, and people to actors: 



‘All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players; They have 

their exits and their entrances’ [8]. 

Motif 

A motif is a recurring element, such as an image, symbol, idea, sound, or phrase, 

that appears repeatedly throughout a text and contributes to its theme or meaning. 

Unlike a theme, which is an abstract message, a motif is a concrete, repeated pattern. 

Example: In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great Gatsby’, the motif of the green light at the 

end of Daisy’s dock recurs throughout the novel, symbolizing Gatsby’s dreams and the 

elusive nature of the American Dream. 

Onomatopoeia 

Onomatopoeia (pronounced on-oh-mat-oh-PEE-ah) is when a word sounds like 

the thing it describes. It is used in literature to create vivid sensory effects and bring 

descriptions to life. 

Example: In the following excerpt from Edgar Allan Poe’s poem ‘The Bells’, words 

such as ‘tintinnabulation’ and ‘jingling’ mimic the actual sounds of bells: 

‘Hear the sledges with the bells – Silver bells! What a world of merriment their 

melody foretells! How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle’ [9]. 

Oxymoron 

An oxymoron is a figure of speech that places two contradictory or opposite 

words together to create a new, paradoxical meaning. Oxymorons are used to highlight 

complexity, irony, or the coexistence of opposites. 

Example: In William Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’, Romeo uses a series of 

oxymorons to describe the contradictory nature of love: 

‘O brawling love! O loving hate! O anything, of nothing first create! O heavy 

lightness! Serious vanity!’ [4]. 

Personification 

Personification is a figure of speech in which human qualities, feelings, or 

actions are given to non-human things, such as objects, animals, abstract ideas, or forces 

of nature. It is widely used to make descriptions more vivid and relatable. 

Example: In John Keats’ ode ‘To Autumn’, the season is personified as a figure sitting, 

sleeping, and watching over the harvest: 



‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, Close bosom-friend of the maturing 

sun; Conspiring with him how to load and bless With fruit the vines that round 

the thatch-eves run’ [10]. 

Simile 

A simile is a figure of speech that compares two different things using the words 

like or as, to highlight a quality they share. Similes are used to create vivid imagery and 

help readers visualise abstract concepts. 

Example: In Robert Burns’ poem ‘A Red, Red Rose’, the speaker’s love is compared 

to a newly bloomed rose and a melody: 

‘O my Luve is like a red, red rose That’s newly sprung in June;  

O my Luve is like the melody That’s sweetly play’d in tune’ [11]. 

Symbolism 

Symbolism is the use of a person, object, place, colour, or event to represent 

something beyond its literal meaning, usually referring to an abstract idea, emotion, or 

theme. It adds a deeper layer of meaning to literary works. 

Example: In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ‘The Scarlet Letter’, the red letter ‘A’ worn by 

Hester Prynne initially symbolises adultery and shame; however, over the course of the 

novel it comes to represent ability, and even, for some, admiration. 

Satire 

Satire uses humour, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to criticise and expose the 

flaws of people, institutions, or society, with the aim of prompting reflection or change. 

Example: George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’ is a satire of Stalinist Soviet Russia. Through 

the story of farm animals overthrowing their human master, Orwell exposes the 

corruption and hypocrisy of totalitarian regimes. 

Soliloquy 

A soliloquy is a dramatic device in which a character speaks their private 

thoughts aloud (alone on stage, or as if alone) allowing the audience to hear what the 

character truly thinks and feels, independent of what they say to other characters. 

Soliloquies are particularly common in Renaissance drama. 



Example: In William Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’, the protagonist’s famous ‘To be or not 

to be’ soliloquy reveals his contemplation of life, death, and the reasons for human 

suffering: 

‘To be, or not to be, that is the question: Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms against a sea of 

troubles’ [12]. 
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